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as usual in the Greek states, from the richest members of the community,
continuing, like the centuries below them, to belong* to the thirty tribes of
the commons.
Classes of loot-soldiers
It remained to organise the foot-soldiers of the state. Accordingly, all
those of the commons whose property was sufficient to qualify them for serv-
ing even in the hindmost ranks of the phalanx, were divided into four classeg.
Of these the first class contained all whose property amounted to one hun-
dred and fifty thousand pounds' weight of copper. The soldiers of thii
class were required to provide themselves with the complete arms used, ir
the front ranks of the phalanx; the greaves, the coat of mail, the helmet, inu
the round shield, all of brass; the sword, and the peculiar weapon of the .
heavy-armed infantry, the long pike. And as these were to bear the brunt of
every battle, and were the flower of the state's soldiers, so their weight in the
great military assembly was to be in proportion; they formed eighty centuries j
forty of younger men, between the ages of fifteen and forty-five years com-
plete; and forty of elders, between forty-five and sixty: the first to serve in
the field, the second to defend the city. The second class contained those
whose property fell short of 100,000 pounds of copper, and exceeded or
amounted to 75,000 pounds. They formed twenty centuries, ten of younger
men, and ten of elders; and they were allowed to dispense with the coat of
mail, and to bear the large oblong wooden shield called scutum, instead of
the round brazen shield, clipeus, of the first ranks of the phalanx. The'ihird
class contained a like number of centuries, equally divided into those of the
younger men and elders; its qualification was property between 50,000 pounds
of copper, and 75,000 pounds; and the soldiers of this class were allowed to
lay aside the greaves as well as the coat of mail. The fourth class agftia
contained twenty centuries; the lowest point of its qualification was 25,090
pounds of copper, and its soldiers were required to provide no defensive
armour, but to go to battle merely with the pike and a javelin. These four
classes composed the phalanx; but a fifth class divided into thirty centuries,
and consisting of those whose property was between 25,000 pounds'of copper
and 12,500, formed the regular light-armed infantry of the army, and were
required to provide themselves with darts and slings.1
The poorest citizens, whose property fell short of 12,500 pounds, were
considered in a manner as supernumeraries in this division. Those who
had more than 1,500 pounds of copper, were still reckoned amongst the tax-
payers (assidui), and were formed into two centuries, called the accensi and
velati. They followed the army, but without bearing arms, being only
required to step into the places of those who fell; and in the meantime
acting as orderlies to the centurions and decurions. Below these came one
century of the proletarii, whose property was between 1,500 pounds and 375
pounds. These paid no taxes, and in ordinary times had no military duty;
[2 Doubtless in the original organisation the classes were based not upon the money value of.
property hut npon the amount of land possessed by the citizens, the value being later represented
by its money equivalent It is also asserted that the first three classes formed the phalanx of
heavy-armed infantry, whereas the last two classes composed the light-armed force. It is asserted
further that the centuriate organisation applied only to the army in the field. Towards the end of
the regal period, then, the army in active service would consist regularly of eighty-four centuries
of infantry and sue centuries of cavalry. All scholars agree that the so-called Servian organisa-
tion was purely military, and that the comitia centuriata gradually developed from it. The army
and the comitia were never strictly identical in composition: cf. SoltauJ]